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“Jah Mek Yah” – JAMIT Fest 2025
from 1 to 7 August 2025
for immediate dissemination
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[bookmark: _heading=h.rntr4ojl9h5u]JAMIT Fest 2025 returns to Salento: a week of vibrant celebration of Jamaican culture in Italy
Salento, Italy — From August 1 to 7, the sunny Salento region will once again come alive with the rhythms, flavors and spirit of Jamaica as JAMIT Fest 2025 returns to southern Italy for the second edition of  the Jamaican Culture Week. This cultural bridge between Jamaica and Italy promises seven unforgettable days of music, cuisine, art and community under the theme "Jah Mek Yah", a patois phrase that further connects the two regions.
"Jamaica House" is back, and the Palazzo Ducale in Martano, will become a sort of pop-up cultural embassy with workshops, DJ sets, film screenings, language exchanges and fusion cuisine. The second edition of JAMIT Fest will also introduce the "Sound System Village" in San Donato di Lecce with a live concert by legendary Jamaican reggae artist Anthony B. Many Salento reggae promoters and artists have once again given their willingness to support JAMIT Fest with a series of Partner Events that enrich the festival calendar and strengthen its impact in the cultural community. A model the Founder of JAMIT Fest emulated from her experiences developing Jamaica’s Reggae Month.
The second edition of the JAMIT Fest also marks a great step forward in the ongoing actions to establish the formal twinning between Kingston, Jamaica, and several municipalities in Salento. The intention is fueled by two exchange programs that the JAMIT Cultural Association has developed since the first edition of JAMIT Fest; the youth football exchange program "In Your Shoes" and an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the University of Salento. Both projects will be presented to the public for the first time at Jamaica House.  
The full programme, which includes concerts, art exhibitions, film screenings, language exchanges and culinary showcases, is detailed below:
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Festival Events
FROM FRIDAY 1 TO THURSDAY 7 AUGUST
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Palazzo Ducale, Viale Savoia - from 6 pm to 10 pm.
Art exhibitions: 
- Jamaica Music History by JAMIT enriched with photos selected exclusively for the event.
- SSS '91 '96 Traditions curated by Salento Sound System, photographic exhibition and history of Sud Sound System from 1991 to 1996 with photos from the SSS archive.
- Lecce Bologna 80/90 edited by Papa Ricky, a collection of rare memorabilia, graphic memories and very rare materials collected by Papa Ricky during his long artistic journey.
- Art of Dancehall: an introduction to Jamaican design through images and texts from the book "Art of Dancehall", by Walshy Fire (Major Lazer) Rizzoli editions.
- Stinky Mango a photo excerpt from the award-winning Jamaican short film, specially selected by the producer for the event.
*Partner: The Jamaican Kitchen Takeover: Traditional Jamaican dishes and fusion cuisine: a culinary experience.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 - Opening Party - Jamaica Emancipation Day
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Palazzo Ducale - from 6 pm to 10 pm.
Music: DJ Poison, DJ Warpath, Simon Diggin from 6 pm to 7.30 pm.
Official opening ceremony with the mayor of Martano Dr. Fabio Tarantino: at 7.30 pm
Music: Fossa Drummer presents the new album DUB SENSOR and Freestyle from 8 pm.
Aperitif: Fusion Jamaican - Salentina by The Jamaican Kitchen Takeover and La Vera Tipica at 9 pm.
Cinema: Agwe (2019) and Stinky Mango (2023) (JA) Directed by Ina Sotirova at 9.30 pm.
 *Partner Event: Salento Reggae Party, Papa Leu at Control, at DB10, San Donato di Lecce at 10.30 pm.
 *Partner Event: Terron Fabio LIVE, at Fico d'India, Porto Selvaggio, Nardò at 11.00 pm.
 
SATURDAY 2 AUGUST
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Doge's Palace
Art exhibitions
Music: DJs Shotta P at 6 pm. 
Workshop: Dub Poetry with Simone "Fruit Tree" Dewar (JA) at 7.30 pm.
Aperitif: Fusion Jamaican-Salentina at 8.30 pm.
Workshop: Dance Up with Dancehall School Lecce at 9 pm.
*Partner Event: Reggae Night - Fido Guido and Tarantattak, at Frescheria Jamaica, Taranto at 11 pm.
*Partner Event: Out 'n' Bad-Bad Side Sound and Heavy Hammer, at Tai, Porto Selvaggio at 11pm.


SUNDAY 3 AUGUST
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Doge's Palace
Art exhibitions from 6 to 10 pm

JAMIT presents Dub Poetry with Simone "Fruit Tree" Dewar (JAM), performance and book presentation, at Masseria Provenzani, Casalabate, Trepuzzi at 7 pm.

*Partner Event: Three The Hard Way - Ital Pot Sound System feat Big Simon (Krikka Reggae), Radio Sound Boy Sound System feat Fido Guido, and South Rockers Sound System feat Rankin Lele (Adriatic Sound), at Casale Sombrino, Supersano at 11 pm.

 
MONDAY 4 AUGUST
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Doge's Palace
Art exhibitions from 6 to 10 pm

JAMIT Sound System Village feat Anthony B, 
Sport, Music and Culture Park, San Donato di Lecce from 6 pm.
Sound Systems: IZI Foundation, Kooloometoo Sound, Ital Pot, Celestino Hi Fi, Bad Side Sound, South Rockers, Lion I Drens from 6 pm.
Workshop: Learn by Lyrics, patois workshop by Justess Joan at 7 pm.
Reggae Sound System, basics and set-up with Riccardo Ital Pot at 8 pm.
Delivery of the Recognition Plaque by the mayor of San Donato di Lecce Dr. Alessandro Quarta and the councilor for culture Ilenia Taurino: at 10.30 pm.
Main Stage: music by Morello Selecta, Migthy Bass, Gigi Selekta, 
Live show: Striunizzu, Rankin Lele & Papa Leu.
Concert by ANTHONY B from Jamaica.

 
TUESDAY 5 AUGUST - International Exchange Day
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Doge's Palace
Art exhibitions
Music: DJ Simon Diggin at 6 pm. 
Workshop: "JAMIT Exchange Programmes" an information session on the development of the JAMIT-UniSalento MOU and the youth football exchange programme “In Your Shoes” at 7.30pm.
Aperitif: Fusion Jamaican - Salentina at 8.30 pm.
Cinema: The Lunatic (1991), a classic Jamaican adult comedy at 9 p.m.
*Partner Event: Streets of Jamaica JAMIT Party, Heart on Fire with DJ WAR Sound System guest Treble "Lu Professore", at Negril Café, Lizzanello, at 8 pm.
*Partner Event: JAMIT Salento Dancehall Style, with Kooloometoo Sound System & friends, at Petra del Sol, San Foca at 11 pm.
 
WEDNESDAY 6 AUGUST - Jamaica's Independence Day
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Doge's Palace
Art exhibitions
Music: DJ Warpath at 6 pm. 
Workshop: Jamaican Independence 101, with Justess Joan (JA) at 7.30 pm.
Aperitif: Fusion Jamaican - Salentina at 8.30 pm.
Cinema: "Kumina Queen" a documentary film by Nyasha Laing at 9 pm.
*Partner Event: Sud Sound System & Bag A Riddim band @ Birra E Sound, Leverano, at 10 pm.

THURSDAY 7 AUGUST - Jamaica House closes
JAMAICA HOUSE - MARTANO, Doge's Palace
Art exhibitions
Music: DJ Joao Capoca at 6 pm. 
Cinema: Agwe (2019) and Stinky Mango (2023) (JA) Directed by Ina Sotirova at 7.30 pm.
Aperitif: Fusion Jamaican - Salentina at 8 pm.
Music: DJ Morello Selecta at 8 pm.
*Event Partners: Dancehall Star, Ghetto Eden, Shotta P, Justess Joan and special guests, at MEDIT, Nardò.
 
Organized by the JAMIT Cultural Association - Jamaica Italy - the JAMIT Fest is a multisensory celebration and a coordinating body to establish a significant intercultural dialogue between Jamaica and Salento, the latter long defined as "The Jamaica of Italy" for the beauty of the coasts, the musical heritage and the agricultural heritage that the two places have in common. The festival, which continues its journey towards the realization of a cultural and territorial twinning, organized in collaboration with: Salento Sound System, Adriatic Sound, Oltre i Colori Association and with Jamaica Tourist Board and has the patronage of: Italian Consulate in Jamaica, Jamaican Consulate in Italy, Region of Puglia, Province of Lecce, Municipality of Martano,  Municipality of San Donato di Lecce, Municipality of Trepuzzi, Kingston and St. Andrew Municipality, 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ip14lp100qx4]Connect with us
Follow JAMIT Fest 2025 on social media: Instagram and Facebook: @jamitfest or visit www.jamitfest.it
The detailed program and more information:  info@jamitfest.it or 347/ 172 5155.
For press enquiries, interviews or partnership opportunities please contact:
 Joan Webley, President of the JAMIT Cultural Association, joan.webley@gmail.com
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The Jamaica-Italy Cultural Association (JAMIT) is a non-profit organization founded to strengthen ties between the two countries through events, education, and creative exchange. With bases in Jamaica and Salento, JAMIT serves as a platform to showcase the richness of Jamaican culture in Europe and provide opportunities for Jamaicans in the diaspora and at home. To learn more and participate in cultural exchanges throughout the year: www.jamitfest.it
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