PRESS RELEASE 24 JULY 2025


[image: ]
“Jah Mek Yah” – JAMIT Fest 2025
from 1 to 7 August 2025
[bookmark: _heading=h.wcn7rthlorf5]for immediate dissemination
[bookmark: _heading=h.rntr4ojl9h5u]JAMIT Fest 2025 Introduces “Sound System Village” and Recognises Reggae Legend Anthony B – A Free Concert in San Donato di Lecce
Salento, Italy – The second edition of JAMIT Fest, Settimana della Cultura Giamaicana, will debut a vibrant new feature in 2025: the Sound System Village, set to take over the Parco dello Sport, della Musica e della Cultura in San Donato di Lecce on Monday, August 4, from 6 PM until late.
The event is free to the public and headlined by Anthony B, internationally renowned reggae icon from Jamaica, who will perform live following a powerful cultural showcase of DJs, artists, and community activations that celebrate the deep connection between Salento and Jamaica.
“This is not just a concert. It’s a celebration of community, resistance, rhythm and roots,” said JAMIT President Joan Webley. “The Sound System Village honors the cultural exchange between Italy and Jamaica through the powerful legacy of reggae sound system culture.”
A Village of Vibes, Music & Learning
The Sound System Village will feature seven sound systems representing the finest in south Italian reggae culture: South Rockers, Ital Pot, Bad Side, IZI Foundation, Kooloometoo Sound, Celestino Hi Fi, and Lion I Dren. These iconic collectives will bring their unique style, speakers, and selectors to San Donato for an immersive sound clash experience, amplified by the talent of Morello Selecta, Mighty Bass, and GG Selecta on the main stage.
Live performances will include: Justess Joan (JAM), Flavio Ghetto Eden, Striunizzo, Zaka’, and Rankin Lele & Papa Leu – who both represent Salento’s most celebrated reggae group the: Sud Sound System.
Special Highlights
· Anthony B will headline the evening with a full concert performance, marking his 2025 return to Italy and his first appearance in San Donato di Lecce.
· The Mayor of San Donato di Lecce, Dr. Alessandro Quarta, alongside Councilor for Culture Ilenia Taurino, will present Anthony B with a Recognition Plaque in honor of his cultural impact in reggae music and his historic collaboration with Sud Sound System.
· A Patois Lyrics Workshop, titled “Learn by Lyrics”, led by Justess Joan (Jamaica), will help attendees dive deeper into the language of reggae and understand the socio-political meaning behind the music.
· A hands-on Sound System Workshop by Riccardo Ital Pot will demystify the art of sound system setup and operation, passing on knowledge to the next generation of selectors and engineers.
· Local artisans and vendors will host a Mercatino, and a Salento x Jamaican Food Area will offer fusion culinary delights.
A Cultural Bridge in Full Swing
The Sound System Village is one of the key features of JAMIT Fest 2025, which runs August 1–7 across Salento, under the theme "Jah Mek Yah" (God Made Here), continuing the journey toward an official twinning between Kingston, Jamaica and Salento, Italy.
JAMIT Fest is backed by the Jamaica Tourist Board, the Region of Puglia and Municipalities of Lecce, Trepuzzi, Martano  and San Donato di Lecce, and an alliance of reggae promoters and cultural institutions; a living testament to the longstanding cultural and musical bonds between the Caribbean and Southern Italy.
📍 EVENT DETAILS
JAMIT Sound System Village
🗓️ Monday, August 4, 2025
📍 Parco dello Sport, della Musica e della Cultura – San Donato di Lecce
⏰ From 6:00 PM | 🎟️ Free Entry
🌐 www.jamitfest.it | IG/FB: @jamitfest
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